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1811 John Averett Estate Sale in Hancock Co Georgia 

 

Foreword 

 

Genealogical research in the late 1700s and early 1880s can be very difficult due to many 

factors.   Prior to the Revolutionary War, the only records were British Colonial Records.  Many 

of these no longer exist.  There are very few American records prior to 1784.  

Federal census records for 1790, 1800, and 1810 no longer exist for Georgia.  Many Georgia 

census records for 1820 are not complete for some counties and don’t exist for others.  

Therefore, we don’t know exactly where they lived, if they had a wife, or children. 

Marriages were not required to be recorded in Georgia until about 1805.  Unless a wife’s name 

was mentioned in a land sale record, or a will, or an estate record, her given name is unknown 

and her surname is unknown.   

At the time of the Revolution, Georgia was divided into 12 Anglican parishes.  After the war, 

Georgia was divided into 8 large counties.  One of these was Burke Co.  Soon, Georgia started 

creating new counties by dividing the old counties and adding Creek and Cherokee Indian lands. 

Washington Co where most of the Averetts lived was formed in 1783.  Greene Co was created 

in 1786 from portions of Washington and Burke Co’s.  Hancock Co was created in 1793 with the 

upper portion coming from Greene Co and the lower portion from Washington Co.  Land 

records, probate records, tax lists, and etc. for Washington Co from 1783 until 1793 no longer 

exist.   Finally in 1793, we start finding records that include the Averetts. 

So what records exist prior to 1793 for the Averetts?  They mainly consist of Federal land grant 

records and a few lists of Georgia militia records. 

John Averett was the only Averett to receive a Colonial (British) land grant in Georgia.  John 

received a land grant of 150 acres in St George Parish.  Records for St George Parish no longer 

exist.  No other Averetts are found in Georgia records prior to the Revolution.  After the 

Revolution, the U.S. gave land grants to individuals to replace their Colonial land grants.  This 

land for John was in in Burke Co. 

After the war, John Averett and Henry Averett each received 287 ½ acres of land in Greene Co 

for their servce during the Revolution. 

After the war, other records start appearing for other Averetts such as Henry,William, 

Benjamin, Albright, and Archibald/Archeleus.  When did they arrive in Georgia? 
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 “The History of Georgia” says that it was typical for South Carolinians to receive a land grant in 

Georgia.  For a period of time, they would live in South Carolina and harvest their crops.  After 

the harvest, they would go to Georgia and work to clear their new land.   It might be several 

years before the land was ready for them to move their families to Georgia.  Therefore, it is 

possible to find records for an individual in Georgia and South Carolina during the same time 

period.  

In another booklet, I made an educated guess that the Georgia Averetts came from South 

Carolina where they were Everetts.   

This booklet describes some of the relationships for individuals mentioned in the estate sale 

records of Albright Averett who died in Hancock Co in 1801 and John Averett who died in 1811.  

As a general guide, only those persons with some type of family relationship with the Averetts 

will be discussed. 

For more details on the lives of most of the individuals listed in this booklet, visit my website, 

sjcjr.com .



1801 Albright Averett Estate Sale 

 

 A notice was published in the Milledgeville newspaper that Albright Averett, son of 

William Averett had died in 1800.   

 11-29-1800. William Everatt and John Everatt were administrators.  David Everatt and 

Robert Stripling posted bond of $3000.   

 12-20-1800 William Cureton, William Gilliland, and Thomas Dickson were appointed as 

appraisers. 

 The estate sale was held on Jan 6 1801. 

INDIVIDUALS 

Most of the individuals mentioned lived in the Little Ogeechee River area of Hancock Co. 

Albright Averett- deceased.  Has wife Sarah and son John who is old enough to be listed as a co-

administrator.  Not sure of age requirement for administrators.  Assuming at least 16, John 

would have been born prior to 1784 and thus Albright and Sarah would have been married 

prior to this.  Albright would have probably been born prior to 1766.  Guess about 1760 which 

means father William would have been born about 1740.  No other records have been found 

for wife Sarah or son John.  There was a John Averet living in Greene Co at the time of 

registration for the 1805 Georgia land lottery.  Relationship unknown. 

There is a Brite Everit living next to William Everit in 1790 in Richland Co SC.    

William Averett – documented father of Albright Averett.   Lived in Warren Co.  He owned land 

in Richland Co SC. 

John Averett – married in 1769 when he applies for a Colonial land grant.  So probably born 

before 1750.  No documentation of a wife’s name. 
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William Averett Jr – assumed son of William Averett Sr.  Only known record of William Averett 

with a suffix of Jr.  Not present at the 1811 estate sale of John Averett.   

David Averett – assumed son of John Averett.  David and Matthew were administrators of 

John’s estate in 1811.  They both had plantations on land owned by John Averett.  Born about 

1783. 

Robert Stripling – Robert’s wife was named Mary.  There is no known documentation that 

suggests any daughters of John Averett.  After extensive research of the Stripling line and group 

dna analysis by Sam Casey and Dan Knight, it is obvious that the descendants of Robert and 

Mary Stripling are related to the other Averett lines.  The most likely scenario is that Mary was 

the daughter of John Averett.  Marriage estimated as about 1794.  

William Cureton – Justice of the Peace.  Bolin Cureton was one of his sons.



Where Did They Live? 

Ten years have passed since the death of Albright Averett.  The children of many individuals at 

the estate sale of Albright are now adults and making purchases at the estate sale of John 

Averett in 1811.  For the most part, individuals mentioned at the estate sale of Albright will not 

be discussed again unless it helps for clarity. 

Locations for Averetts and others at the time of the registration for the 1805 land lottery:   

 Hancock Co – Archelaus Everett, David Everett, Jeremiah Everrett, John Everrett, Mathew 

Everritt, Robert Striplin, Reese Cureton 

 Warren Co – Alexander Averett, William Averitt 

 Greene Co – John Averet 

 Washington Co – Benjamin Averett, Henry Averett 

 

 6-3-1811 David Averett and Matthew Averett were appointed as administrators of John 

Averett’s estate.  Three of James Miller, William Cureton, Thomas Dixon, Archelaus Averett, 

and West Vinson were to be selected as appraisers.   

 6-4-1811 James Miller, Thomas Dixon, and Archelaus Averett were chosen as appriasers.  

The appraised value was $391 and contained no slaves. 

 1812 David and Drue Averett were listed as administrators. 
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Where Did They Live? 

William Averett – father of Albright Averett who died in 1801.  Several dna 

matches from this line. 

Benjamin Averett –  

1. Possibly the Benjamin Averett (who was at the 1801 estate sale of Albright 

and a possible brother of William and John.  This Benjamin was on the tax 

list of Baldwin Co in 1810.  Several dna matches from this line. 

2. Possibly Benjamin Averett, born about 1790,  the probable son of John 

Averett who married Patsey Walker in 1809, daughter of John’s neighbor 

Patsy Walker.   

3. Possibly the Benjamin Averett (born 1775 -1794) who was living in Hancock 

Co in the 1820 census.  Benjamin 26-45, 3 males <10; females 2<10, 1 26-45 

(1775-1794); no slaves. 

4. Possibly the Benjamin Averett (born about 1790 based on wife’s age) who 

died in Crawford Co abt 1828.  Estate sale info mentions wife and children 

but does not list names. He was possibly the husband of Martha Merritt 

Averett ( born 1791-1800).  She was a widow in the 1830 Crawford Co 

census:  Martha 30-39; males 1<5, 1 5-9, 1 10-14, 1 15-19, females 1 5-9, 1 

10-14; no slaves.  Group dna analysis suggests that Martha’s husband was a 

son of John Averett.  

5. NOTE:  How many of these Benjamin Averetts are the same person is 

unknown.   

Archiles Averett – probable brother to John and William and the probable father 

of Albright Averett born about 1790 who married West Vinson’s daughter Mary.  

Several dna matches from the Albright Averett line. 

Henry Averett –  

1. Possibly the Henry Averett who received a land grant in Greene Co for his 

Revolutionary War Service?   

2. Possibly Henry the son of Archibald Averett who was born about 1789 and 

married Martha ? about 1802.  He was living in Muscogee Co GA in 1830 and 

Muscogee Co in 1840.  No known dna matches from this line. 
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Matthew Averett – probable son of John Averett born about 1784 who married 

Kizziah Miller, daughter of James Miller.  Many dna matches from his line. 

David Averett – probable son of John Averett born about 1783 who married 

Elizabeth ? about 1804.  Later in Baldwin and Putnam Co’s.  Many dna matches 

from his line. 

Jeremiah Averett – possible son of John Averett. Born about 1783.  Lived in 

Hancock Co until 1811 when he was in Jones Co and in Twiggs Co in 1818.  Wife 

named Ester ?.  No know dna matches from his line. 

Mary Stripling – probable daughter of John Averett. Born about 1778. Married 

Robert Stripling about 1794.  Many dna matches from her line. 

Polly Stripling – unplaced.  Polly was sometimes used as a nickname for Mary or 

Martha.  Could this have been Mary and someone just entered the name as Polly?  

Lemuel Smith – unknown relationship to other Smith’s.  John’s son Drury Averett 

married Elizabeth Smith, daughter of Nehemiah Smith.  Drury was one of the 

appraisers for Lemuel Smith’s estate in 1815 in Hancock Co.  Many dna matches. 

James Miller- father of Kizziah Miller who married Matthew Averett.  father of 

Rhoda Miller who married Reason/Reese Cureton.   

West Vinson – his daughter Mary married Albright Averett (b 1799) in 1829.  

Albright was likely the son of Archibald/Archileus Averett. 

John- the son of Albright who died in 1800? 

Drury Averett – born about 1790.  Probable son of John. Named as guardians of 

John’s only named minor heir, Allen Averett.  Purchased John’s homestead after 

his death. Was in Talbot Co in 1830. 

 


